
This factsheet has been prepared with all possible care to ensure its accuracy. 
 
It is based on our current understanding of legislation and HMRC practice 
and is supplied to our clients purely for their information.

The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate Estate Planning.

Are you married / in a registered civil partnership?

Is your net estate 
worth more than 

£250,000 excluding 
personal chattels?

Do you have a child  
or children?

Do you have a parent or 
parents still alive?

Do you have brothers and 
sisters or their issue if 

deceased?

Do you have a 
grandparent, or 

grandparents still alive?

Do you have uncles  
and aunts or their issue 

if deceased?

Everything goes to the 
crown. This means that a 
government department 

known as the ‘bona 
vacantia’ takes it

Everything goes to Spouse 
/ Civil Partner

Spouse / Civil Partner 
gets everything

Shared equally  
between them

Shared equally  
among them

Shared equally 
among them

Shared equally 
among them

Spouse / civil partner gets 
£250,000 plus personal 
chattels, plus half of the 

balance absolutely.  
The balance goes to  

the children

NO

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

Do you have a child  
or children?

Shared equally  
between them

YES

NO NO

NO

NO

NO

YES NO

YES NO

The Laws of Intestacy 
(England & Wales)

a fresh approach to a financially independent lifestyle
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